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Bamfield 2011: Student Work
use their wings to escape predators, snapping open 
and closed to show propel forward.  Bamfield was 
truly a once in a lifetime experience, I made so many 
memories, and I wouldn’t trade in the experience for 
anything in the world.”

 –Sonja G.– Gr. 9

Reflective Creative Writing…

“It was a beautiful Wednesday morning when we went 
on the Alta.  The fresh air and the view of the endless 
ocean was spectacular, but I found that the best part 
was seeing the Harbour Seal!  Although we didn’t 
see many, they were amazing.  More enchanting than 
a mermaid they dove down through the waters with 
great elegance.  Their smooth bodies and small dotted 
eyes made them look like the faeries of the ocean.” 

–Andrea F.– Gr. 9 

“I made a lot of new friends during this trip, so many 
people I had never talked to before, I became closer to 
people that I didn’t even know before Bamfield.  I will 
miss Bamfield.  I will miss the wind slipping through my 
jacket, listening to the waves crashing against the shore 
in the distance.  I will miss the laughter and enjoyment 

we have had.  If you ask me, “would you go 
again”” – you are wasting your time, the 
answer will be: “YES!!!”

–Rocky W.– Gr. 9

“I learned the full impact of the things I 
learned because I got to watch these things 
happen rather than just reading about what 
should happen.  Like seeing how scallops 
use their mouths the same way that birds 
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Bamfield 2011: Through the “Newbies” Eyes

As a new teacher at CSS, this was my first time going 
to Bamfield – and I think that at times I was more 
excited than the students were!  It was incredible to 
be a part of what is central to learning here at CSS: the 
outdoors, scientific inquiry, and student engagement.  
I never thought that I would be watching grade nine 
students designing their own experiments with marine 
invertebrates, or out on the Pacific examining sea stars 
from the dredge at the bottom of the ocean, or for that 
matter, singing songs to retrieve the items that they 
left behind in a workshop!  That being said, I am sure 
that the students will never forget their moment of 
redemption – when Mr. H had to sing in his classroom 
after forgetting his own bag on the bus…

Throughout the week students were engaged in 
workshops and labs of all kinds, from collecting and 
examining plankton, learning about the adaptations of 
marine mammals, and discussing the effects of climate 
change on our Pacific coast, to exploring the rainforest 
and studying tidal pools (which they then created 
skits and songs about!).   In the evening students had 
a chance to engage in Humanities workshops that 
had them writing haikus (some are included here!), 

creating sketches to help them reflect on 
their experience, and delving into social 
issues in the area.

I came home with a new understanding 
of the students that I am so privileged to 
teach, of the staff that I have the extreme 
fortune to work with, and the parents who 
were brave enough to volunteer to spend 
a week with 92 grade nine students.  I 
will never again listen to “Billy Jean” (now 
engrained in my mind as “Ane-mo-nee”), 
practice yoga (“okay everyone, now let’s 
move into starfish pose”), see a glow-stick 
(bioluminescence!), or watch Spongebob 
(not that I watch Spongebob…) the same 
again.  I am extremely grateful that I was 
able to have this experience to start off my 
year with CSS, and cannot wait to see what 
more the year will bring!

--Sincerely, and Anemoney,
Mrs . Ivy Waite

Hilarious Haikus From Chelsea M.

The Luscious Tumbleweed 
Blowing in the wind: 
From Where the Wild Things Are 
A mind of it’s own

The Wild Kutcher Creative 
Secret and stealthy 
The great red hooded bandit 
Watching intently

*A memorable highlight from Humanities time one night: Mrs. 
Waite crying and laughing hysterically at this ridiculous haiku! 
Thank you Chelsea!

*Again, a highlight – ask Mr. Kutcher 
for a demonstration!
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October 2011
25 26 – Day 1 27– Day 2 28– Day 3 29– Day 4 30– Day 5 1

2 3– Day 6

SENIOR BOYS & 
GIRLS VOLLEY-
BALL GAMES

4– Day 1
VACCINATIONS:
ALL GRADE 5'S, 
GRADE 9 GIRLS
TEEN LEADER-
SHIP PARENT 
MEETING 6PM
SCHOOL COUN-
CIL MEETING 
7PM

5– Day 2 6– Day 3

CROSS COUN-
TRY RUNNING 
MEET 4–6AM

7
PD DAY
SCHOOL 
CLOSED

8

9 10
HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING

11 12 13 14 15

16 17– Day 4 18– Day 5
SENIOR GIRLS 
V O L L E Y B A L L –
HOME

19– Day 6
JUNIOR GIRLS 
V O L L E Y B A L L –
HOME

20– Day 1
SENIOR BOYS 
V O L L E Y B A L L – 
HOME

21
PD DAY 
SCHOOL 
CLOSED

22

23 24– Day 2 25– Day 3
SENIOR GIRLS 
VOLLEYBALL–
AWAY
BOARD MEET-
ING 5:30PM

26– Day 4
BEGINNING 
BAND CONCERT 
7PM

JUNIR GIRLS 
VOLEYBALL

27– Day 5
SENIOR BOYS 
VOLLEYBALL– 
AWAY

28– Day 6 29

30 31
PD DAY 
SCHOOL 
CLOSED

HAPPY HAL-
LOWEEN

1

FALL BREAK

FORGING CONNECTIONS 
CONFERENCE
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October 2011 November 2011
30 31 1 2– Day 1

SCHOOL COUN-
CIL MEETING 
7PM

3– Day 2 4– Day 3 5

6 7– Day 4 8– Day 5 

 

9– Day 6 10– Day 1 11
REMEMBRANCE 
DAY
SCHOOL 
CLOSED

12

13 14– Day 2
REPORT CARDS 
GO HOME

15– Day 3 16– Day 4 17– Day 5 18– 19

20 21– Day 6 22– Day 1
BOARD MEET-
ING 5:30PM

23– Day 2 24– Day 3 25– Day 4 26

27 28– Day 5 29– Day 6 30 – Day 1 DEC 1 2 3

ORGANIZATIONAL  
DAY– 
NO CLASSES

STUDENT LED CONFERENCE

4PM–8PM 8AM–1PM

LEAGUE VOLLEYBALL 
TOURNAMENTS
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