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I am very excited to begin another school year here at 
CSS, with so many eager students ready to explore the 
fine and performing arts.  Within this year’s time table, 
we have found a balance that allows time for explo-
ration in art, music and the performing arts (drama 
and in some cases, dance) for grades four, five and six.  
Although we are still maintaining our philosophy to 
expose our students to as many of the fine arts as 
possible, our grades seven through nine students have 
the ability to choose which fine arts are most suited to 
their individual tastes.  

This year brings new challenges and opportunities for 
learning.  Our first major performance will be the talent 
showcase on Friday October 28, 2011; we encourage 
parents and family to attend and share in our students’ 
success!  If you are interested in helping out with our 
performances or volunteering with the fine arts, we 
are currently in the process of putting together a team 
of parents to work specifically together on projects 
more focused on the fine arts. We also will be piloting 
a new website that has information on all upcoming 
important dates and upcoming performances in the 
fine arts department here at CSS.  From there we will 
be able to access the individual disciplines within the 
arts for a more detailed focus on each area of study. 
We hope to have the new site up and running very 
soon, but as always, if you ever have any questions or 

concerns please do not hesitate to contact 
me at amy.v@calaryscienceschool.com 
or (403) 282-2890 ext. 228.  Please stay 
tuned for more information as important 
upcoming dates are confirmed!

Mrs. Vercleyen

Welcome back to the Performing Arts!
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Music Notes
Welcome back. I Hope your summer was replenishing yet 
relaxing. Students can expect to have their hands full 
with many activities including choir, hand-bells , jazz band, 
rock bank, concert band, talent shows, and other school 
performances throughout the year.

Grade 4 

Students will be introduced to camp fire songs and 
then start their recorder unit.  If your student in 
Grade 4 has a recorder that is in good condition They 
should please bring it to music class after Labor Day 
weekend.  Students are taught music concepts and how 
to play the recorder, which starts with an easy piece of 
music but gets progressively more difficult with each 
piece.  Laptops will be used to record their perfor-
mance with background music to display onto their 
digital portfolios.

Grade 5 

Students will be returning from Camp Sweet and be 
casted into a musical called “The Case of the Missing 
Parts of Speech”, an intriguing mystery with humor 
and songs involving investigators and detectives.  All 
students will be involved in the production including, 
acting, singing, dancing, and set/costume design. Look 
for their performance in November.

Grade 6 

Students have already been working hard 
with band clinicians last month learning 
about their instrument, how to assemble 
it, make a good tone, and eventually play 
together as a concert band.  Their first band 
concert will be in our gym on Wednesday 
October 26, at 7pm.  This concert is a 
Demonstration Night, allowing students 
to show parents how productive they have 
been.

Grade 7-9 

Students will have the opportunity to join 
Concert Band, Jazz Band, and Choir, for in 
and out of school performances.  Signup for 
these extracurricular activities will begin 
after the Labor Day weekend outside the 
gym hallway.  All students are welcome to 
participate in these activities regardless of 
playing ability.     
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BAND 

The Parent Band Committee meets the last Tuesday 
of each month in the meeting room.  All meetings 
start at 8:30 am and are welcome to all CSS 
parents looking to volunteer for various activities / 
performances throughout the year.  As music is a 
requirement for all students in grade 6 your child 
has the special opportunity to have this in the form 
a of a band program.  The first opportunity for 
parent helpers is Oct 26 at the first Beginning Band 
Concert including setup of chairs, music stands, and 
equipment.  Any interested parents can email at: 
Andrew.b@calgaryscienceschool.com

Also a band handbook will be emailed to all band 
parents including important information about the band 
year, instrument rental and return policies, uniforms, 
practicing, rehearsing and performances.  Students 
who are interested in performing in the Concert 
band Grade 7-9 will have their first rehearsal Sept 13 
3:45-4:45pm.  

Rehearsals:

Concert band rehearsals– Tuesday, 3:45 – 4:45pm starting 
September 13

Jazz band rehearsals– noon hours at a date yet to be 
determined.

Choir rehearsals– noon hours at date yet to be 
determined

Important Performance Dates:

•  October 5/6– Forging Connections at 
CSS during school hours

•  October 26– Beginning Band Concert 
at CSS at 7pm

•  October 28– talent Showcase at CSS 
at 1pm

•  November 26– Remembrance Day 
Ceremony at CSS at 10am

•  December 8–Winter Sine Arts 
Showcase at CSS at 7pm 

Andrew Bolen  
Music Specialist
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28 29 30 31 1 2

PD DAY
SCHOOL 
CLOSED

3

4 5

LABOUR DAY
SCHOOL 
CLOSED

6

PD DAY
SCHOOL 
CLOSED

7

TECHNOLOGY 
ORIENTATION 
FOR NEW 
PARENTS
6:00 - 7:00 PM

SCHOOL 
COUNCIL
MEETING 
7:00PM – 
8:00PM

8 9

TERRY FOX 
RUN 
GR 4-6 9AM - 
12PM
GR 7-9 1PM - 
3PM

10

11 12 13
ROOM REP. 
MEETING 7PM

14 15 16 17

18 19 20
BOARD MEETING 
5PM

21 22 23
DEADLINE FOR 
SUTP ORDERS

24

25 26 27 28 29 30 3

September 2011

CAMP SWEET 5.1/5.2

CAMP SWEET 5.3/5.4

CAMP SWEET 4.1/4.2
CAMP SWEET 4.3/4.4

CAMP SWEET 8.1/8.2
CAMP SWEET 8.3/8.4

BAMFIELD GR 9’S

CAMP SWEET 6.1/6.2
CAMP SWEET 6.3/6.4

PICKUP BALZAC 
MEAT ORDERS 
5-6PM
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October 2011
25 26 27 28 29 30 1

2 3 4
VACCINATIONS:
ALL GRADE 5'S, 
GRADE 9 GIRLS

5 6 7

PD DAY
SCHOOL 
CLOSED

8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21

PD DAY 
SCHOOL 
CLOSED

22

23 24 25 26
BEGINNING 
BAND CONCERT 
7PM

27 28 29

30 31

PD DAY 
SCHOOL 
CLOSED

HAPPY 
HALLOWEEN

1

 
ORGANI-
ZATIONAL 
DAY - SCHOOL 
CLOSED

FALL BREAK

FORGING CONNECTIONS 
CONFERENCE
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